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SECTI ON: 503

05 FI RE SERVI CE FEATURES

0503. FI RE APPARATUS ACCESS ROADS
SECTI ON 503 FI RE APPARATUS ACCESS ROADS

503.1 Were required. Fire apparatus access roads shall be provided and
mai nt ai ned i n accordance with Section 503.1. 1.

503.1.1. Thefireofficial nay require and desi gnate public or private fire lanes
as deened necessary for the efficient and effective operation of fire apparatus,
access to building openings by fire fighters or egress of occupants.

503.1.1.1. Proposed fire | anes shall not conflict with prior approvals issued
by t he pl anni ng and/ or zoni ng boards unl ess the adm nistrative authority for the
pl anni ng and/ or zoni ng board grants approval of the creation of the fire lane in
writing.

503.1.2 Del et ed.
503.1.3 Del et ed.

503.2 Specifications. Fire apparatus access roads shall beinstall ed and arranged
in accordance with Sections 503.2.1 through 503.2.7.

503.2.1 Di mensi ons. Fire appar at us access roads shal |l have an unobsftuc~ed wi dth
of not | ess than 20 feet (6096 nm), except for approved security gates in accordance
with Section 503.6, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not |ess than 13
feet 6 inches (4115 mm.

503.2.2 Authority. The fire code official shall have the authority to require
an increase in the mninmmaccess w dths where they are inadequate for fire or
rescue operations.

503.2.3 Surface. Fire apparatus access roads shall be desi gned and nai ntai ned
to support the i nposed | oads of fire apparatus and shall be surfaced so as to provide
all weather driving capabilities.

503.2.4 Turning radius. The required inside turning radius of afire .apparatus
.access road shall be a mnimum of 25 feet (7620 M)

503.2.5 Dead ends. Dead—end fire apparatus access roads in excess of 150 feet
(45 720 mm in length shall be provided with an approved area for turning around
fire apparatus.

503.2.6 Bri dges and el evated surfaces. \Were a bridge or



an elevated surface is part of a fire apparatus access road, the
bri dge shal | be constructed and nai ntai nedin accordancewith|~SHTOHB7. Bridges
and el evated surfaces shall be designed for a live load sufficient to carry the
i mposed

| oads ~f fire apparatus. Vehicle load limts shall be posted at both entrances
to bridges when required by the fire code Oficial. Were el evated surfaces
desi gned f @ energency vehicl e use are adj acent to surfaces which are not desi gned
for such use, approved barriers, approved signs or both shall be installed and
mai nt ai ned when required by the fire code official

503.2.7 Grade. The grade of the fire apparatus access road shall be within the
l[imts established by the fire code official based on the fire departnment’s
appar at us.

503.3 Marking. Wiere required by the fire code of ficial, approved signs or ot her
approved notices shall be provided for fire apparatus access roads to identify
such roads or prohibit the obstruction thereof. Signs or notices shall be
maintained in a clean .and legible condition .at all tines and be replaced or
repai red when necessary to provide adequate visibility.

503.4 (Obstruction of fire apparatus access roads. Fire apparatus .access roads
shall not be obstructed in .any nmanner, including the parking ~f vehicles. The
m ni mumwi dt hs and cl earances established in Section 503.2.1 shall be maintai ned
at all tinmes.

503.5 Required gates or barricades. The fire code Oficial is authorized to
require the installation and mai ntenance of gates or other approved barricades
across fire apparatus access roads, trails or other access ways, not including
public streets, alleys or highways.

503.5.1 Secur ed gat es and barri cades. When requi red, .gates and barri cades shall
be secured in an approved manner. Roads, trails and other access ways that have
been cl osed and obstructed in the nmanner prescribed by Section 503.5 shall not
be trespassed on or used unl ess aut hori zed by the owner and the fire code official.

Exception: Therestrictiononuse shall not apply to public officials actingwthin
t he scope of duty.

503.6 Security gates. Theinstallationof security gates across .afire apparatus
access road shall be approved by the fire official. Were security gates are

i nstall ed, they shall have . an approved neans of energency operati on. The esecurity
gates and t he enmergency operation shall be maintained operational at all tinmes.



